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ProblemProblemProblemProblem    

A DAT tapetapetapetape written on one model of a SCSI DAT drivedrivedrivedrive cannot be read on a 
different model of SCSI DAT tapetapetapetape drivedrivedrivedrive. 

SolutionSolutionSolutionSolution    

SCSI DAT tapetapetapetape drivesdrivesdrivesdrives are often not interchangeable when read on a different 
make/model of drivedrivedrivedrive than the tapetapetapetape was written on. There are two reasons for 
this: 

Blocking Factor ===============  

DAT tapetapetapetape drivesdrivesdrivesdrives use either a variable or fixed block size. Each drivedrivedrivedrive has a 
default blocking factor that is determined by the drivedrivedrivedrive's hardware/firmware. It 
is not related to the blocking factor used by tar or cpio. Presently, the SCO 
tapetapetapetape drivers use the drivedrivedrivedrive's default block size. There is no way to change this 
block size in the software.  

For example, an Archive DAT tapetapetapetape drivedrivedrivedrive uses the blocking factor of 1k bytes 
per block. The Hewlett-Packard DAT uses the blocking factor of 2k bytes per 
block. A Hewlett-Packard DAT cannot read a tapetapetapetape written on an Archive DAT.  

Data Compression ================  

Data compression is performed at the firmware/hardware level. Some Hewlett-
Packard DAT drivesdrivesdrivesdrives and the Compaq DAT drivesdrivesdrivesdrives do data compression. There 
is no standard for data compression and the tapetapetapetape drivedrivedrivedrive manufacturers use 
different data compression formats. Thus, it is unlikely for two models of DAT 
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drivesdrivesdrivesdrives that use data compression to be able to read each other's tapestapestapestapes.  
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Suggestions for improving the content of this article.  

We appreciate your continued interest in improving the quality of SCO's technical library and 
welcome your input regarding this technical article. Suggestions submitted from this form will 
be forwarded to the Documentation department. If you are looking for technical help beyond 

that provided in the current article, please contact SCO Support Services. 
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